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CREATIVITY AND COMMUNITY
When we think of all the activities at the WYPC since our last AGM, two words spring to mind: creativity and 
community. The formally dull courtyard blossomed with a youth-designed mosaic tree scene and a groovy 
mural. The sports court burst out in colourful graffiti art. Kids paraded in their self-created tie-dye shirts and 
painted their thoughts on smooth round stones. Collaborative scripts were written, movie scenes filmed, 
meals cooked together, and jokes shared. There was acceptance, humour, and inclusivity. Meanwhile the 
club’s standard fare of sports, ping pong, pool, music, drumming and snacks gave young people a chance 
to decompress informally and bond with new friends. The wonderful spacious premises of the WYPC 
allowed everyone to spread out, so that Covid safety measures did nothing to impede the enthusiasm and 
joy of young people as, once again, they gathered together. 

None of this creativity and community would have been possible without an invincible team. Our longest 
standing member of staff, Clare O’Leary launched her fabulous Art Café, a space for creative projects, 
cooking, and fun, and this has become one of the Club’s staples, bringing together kids from Wolvercote, 
Summertown, Cutteslowe and Jericho. Younger children were supported by a teenager, volunteering as part 
of her DoE award.

Youth worker Mark “Natty” Samuels brought sports, drumming, and a celebration of diverse cultures to the 
mix, as well as taking our young people on a proper tour of 20th century musical history. 

Meanwhile, Beatrice (who is also our resident film-maker), infused a calming spiritual energy to her Well 
Being Walks. Initially a response to lockdown limits on youth work, Beatrice’s walks have become a 
regular fixture in the WYPC calendar. 



“The Fact that Yakob did not miss a single session since he joined 
a couple of years ago says it all. He loves this place and everybody 

there” [Yakob’s mum]

“Abbie comes home after every session buzzing about the fun 
she’s had.” [Abbie’s mum]

RELAXING
DURING A
WELL-BEING
WALK



LOCKDOWN SUCCESS
During lockdowns we were forced to shut our doors. But Head of Youth Work, Marsha Jackson and her team 
responded immediately with online cooking and craft projects. Ingredients, recipes, and craft kits were 
delivered to homes around Oxford and weekly video sessions allowed kids to learn new skills, have a laugh, 
and share pictures of their creations. This sounds like straightforward stuff, but the project’s impact was 
significant. In a time of complete social isolation, they were engaging in group work skills, and 
becoming part of a safe and inclusive digital community. Delivering the art and food parcels also gave 
youth workers the chance to have a friendly check-in with families at a distance on the doorstep. One 
advantage of working online was that it allowed us to reach children who were doubly isolated due to 
disability or health reasons. 

“Joseph has been shielding for a year now and is clinically 
extremely vulnerable, so being included in this project has been 
amazing for him and us. A big thank you!” [Joseph’s Mum]
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CHALLENGES
One of the challenges we faced after reopening was finding the staff to run youth sessions. The gap was 
filled as students from the Ruskin youth work programme joined us for their placements. We remain 
grateful for these students’ contributions to the club’s youth work and proud of those who have gone 
on, after their training and supervision at the WYPC, to become youth workers closer to home. Moving 
forward, we recognise the need for a steady stable of local youth workers and volunteers. Staff shortages 
meant that the club was forced to close during August 2021. We have prioritised having a reliable and 
conscientious team as the backbone of all our future youth work projects. 

A FOND FAREWELL
In July 2021, we were sad to see our Head of Youth Work, Marsha Jackson leave to work at CDI Blackbird 
Leys. Marsha astonished us with her ability to respond to the ever-changing Covid rules and perform 
extraordinary fundraising feats, all while struggling with health issues. We miss the creativity, kindness, 
and beautiful humility Marsha brought to her role. We wish her every success. 

WOLVERCOTE ROCKS
The Club exploded back into life in September 2021 with Wolvercote Rocks, a one-day music festival. We 
were blessed with sun, copious volunteers, and some terrific young musical talent. Friends and neighbours 
of all generations poured into the club for cakes, curries, and burgers, face-painting, stalls, Japanese 
drumming, giant bubbles, marshmallow roasting, and a steady stream of outstanding musical artists. 
Singers enchanted, families danced, and kids mounted the stage to make impromptu inspirational 
speeches. After months of Covid-grey, Wolvercote Rocks was a joyous, warm celebration of togetherness, 
reminding us how important creativity, community, and a sense of belonging are to our individual happiness 
and well-being. 

WOLVERCOTE
ROCKED!



A NEW DIRECTION FOR THE WYPC
The Covid pandemic, climate crisis, and economic insecurity have all contributed to an increasing 
need for support amongst young people. In December 2020, the trustees decided the WYPC could 
and should be doing more. We sketched out plans and dreams for the future: a youth-run community café, 
a music room, youth business start-ups, a daytime support hub for young people searching for work, 
housing, training, or just in need of a listening ear.

To facilitate this growth, and to ensure that the WYPC’s existing provision is unfailingly reliable, the trustees 
voted to create the new role of Charity Manager. After a rocky recruitment process, in August 2021, we 
welcomed Roy Peach who has an extensive background in Scouting and working in secondary schools, as 
well as a degree in Youth Work. Roy has been cautiously reopening the club, ensuring protocols are in place 
before the club expands its activities. He is being assisted by Lindsay Daniels, our new Senior Youth Worker, 
who joined in December 2021 and has truly hit the ground running. To fund our work and address our annual 
deficit, we have also recently taken on fundraiser, Maggie Davies, and are thrilled to report that she has 
already sourced much-needed funds. Meanwhile, Clare O’Leary, while continuing as a youth worker, has 
also assumed the role of Operations Manager, shoring up the new developments in the WYPC with her 
valuable knowledge of the Wolvercote community.

BOARD AND TRUSTEES
This year we said goodbye to trustee Steph 
Green, who left to enjoy retirement with her dogs 
and canoe. We wish her all the best. It is with 
heavy heart that I will also be stepping down as 
Chair of Trustees at this AGM to focus on family 
and work. I will miss being part of a team that 
has been my second family for the past two 
years.    

We warmly welcome our lovely new board 
members! The WYPC trustees encourage 
anyone who would like to share their skills to as 
a board member or prospective trustee to get in 
touch. In particular, we are in need of a new 
Treasurer to replace trustee Teresa Hall, who has 
valiantly been filling in as Interim Treasurer and 
has updated and streamlined our accounting 
system. Please email 
hello@wolvercoteypc.org.uk if you can help. 

The next year holds huge challenge as the 
club’s enlarged team pulls together to bring 
creativity and a sense of community into the 
lives of many more young people and 
families. We are endlessly grateful to the 
individual donors, volunteers, and funding 
bodies that make our youth work possible. 

Carol Peaker
Chair of Trustees



FACTS AND FIGURES:
Over 73 Young People participated in the WYPC’s live and online youth work projects this year. Even 
more enjoyed the outdoor facilities and attended Wolvercote Rocks.

Art Café (7-13 year olds): 25
Well-Being Walks: 13
Seniors (13-19): 27
Girl’s Project (13-19): 7
Clay Maker Creations (online art project): 18
Mystery Food Box (online cooking project): 30
October 2021 Half Term Activities: 18
Wolvercote Rocks: estimated 250+ (kids and family members)

    2019/2020  2020/2021
Total Expenditure   £94,652  £101,695
Total Income    £81,331  £96,526
   Of which donations  £16,236  £8,332
   Of which Grants  £49,263  £74,297
   Of which Venue Hire £12,864  £12,048
   Of which Gift Aid  £2,540   £1,848
* This included £15k (as a one-off) for fire prevention. 

The monies at the end of the 2020/21 financial year being as at 31 March 2021 is as follows:

 

Charitable Activities  Wages & Subcontract      £45,977
    Rent, Rates and Water      £14,852
    Insurance         £1,175 
    Light and heat           £3,051
    Telephone & IT costs      £632
    Postage and stationery      £171
    Activities, Trips & Sundries      £14,722
    Motor Expenses       £946
Other    Computer Equipment Depreciation  £3,577
Support Costs   Repairs & Renewals                   £12,477
Management   Service Contracts               £775
Governance Costs  Accountancy      £3,306 
Subscriptions    Subscriptions      £60

BREAKDOWN OF EXPENDITURE 2020-2021

FINANCES:

Co-Op Community Account  £64,714.20
Natwest Reserve Account  £8,855.75
Co-Op Instant Account  £6.61
Natwest Reserve Account  £171.27



A HEARTFELT THANK YOU! 
Without the generosity of donors and funders, our youth work would not be possible. A special thank 
you goes to the generous anonymous donors who are not listed here.  We also thank our volunteers, 
board members, and supportive locals – and especially the young people! – Who have contributed to 
our community.

A special mention must go to Susan Warner who has given so many hours of her time this past year. 
St Peter’s Church has been consistently supportive of the club and has donated a good-quality piano, 
which is proving very popular. Finally, a huge thank you to all those who gave so generously at 
Wolvercote Rocks! 
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Mr & Mrs J A Pye’s Charitable Settlement 
University of Oxford
Dragon School 
 


